viii             PREFATORY NOTE
Harley's life are the manuscripts of the Duke of Portland, which are preserved at Welbeck Abbey, a large mass of which have lately been published by the Historical Manuscripts Commission. They are cited in this work as the Harley Papers, this being the sub-title which is given by the Commission to the volumes of the Portland Papers which contain this collection. In the following pages there are some passages from two articles in the Edinburgh Review of 1898 and 1901 on these papers, which, with other authorities, are more particularly described in Appendix III.
I have to thank Mr. Robert W. D. Harley of Brampton Bryan for the kind manner in which he placed his interesting collection of MSS. at my disposal; and the Duke of Portland and the Duke of Buccleuch for access to their MSS., which are not yet published. I am also under obligation to Mr. J. J. Cartwright of the Public Record Office, Secretary of the Historical Manuscripts Commission, for allowing me to see the proofs of the MSS. of the Marquis of Bath at Longleat, which will shortly form another volume of the publications of the Historical Manuscripts Commission. To Miss E. Bagnall I am indebted for the labour and time given to the preparation of the Index, and for assistance in the revision of the proofs.
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July 1902.